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Throughout Canadian history, the Supreme Court of Canada has played a pivotal role in shaping 
the nation’s legal landscape, upholding the rule of law, and ensuring that justice prevails in the 
highest court of the land. 

Beechwood Cemetery, the National Cemetery of Canada, is the final resting place of many of the 
country’s most influential figures, including those who have served as justices on the Supreme 
Court. Their contributions to Canadian jurisprudence, constitutional law, and civil liberties have 
left an enduring legacy that continues to shape the nation.

History of the Supreme Court of Canada

The Supreme Court of Canada was established in 1875 as part of Prime Minister Alexander 
Mackenzie’s efforts to create a unified and independent legal system for the country. Prior to its 
creation, legal matters in Canada were resolved within provincial courts, and the highest appeals 
were sent to the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council (JCPC) in London, a vestige of Canada’s 
colonial ties to Britain. 

The establishment of the Supreme Court provided Canada with its own national appellate court, 
ensuring that significant legal matters could be decided domestically.
In its early years, the Supreme Court did not yet hold the final say in all legal matters, as litigants 
could still appeal its decisions to the Privy Council. This continued until 1949 when Canada 
formally abolished appeals to the JCPC, solidifying the Supreme Court as the highest court in the 
land and marking a significant step toward judicial independence.

The Court was initially composed of six justices, but as the country’s legal system grew in 
complexity, the number of justices increased to nine in 1949, a composition that remains in place 
today. The Court is led by a Chief Justice, appointed by the Governor General on the advice of 
the Prime Minister, and includes justices selected from across Canada, with a constitutional 
requirement that at least three come from Quebec to reflect the country’s distinct civil law 
tradition.

Over the decades, the Supreme Court has played a defining role in interpreting and applying 
Canadian law. It has weighed in on landmark cases concerning constitutional rights, federal-
provincial relations, and civil liberties, often shaping the social and political landscape of the 
nation. Its influence was significantly heightened with the adoption of the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms in 1982, which gave the Court a crucial role in protecting fundamental rights 
and freedoms. Since then, its rulings have shaped policies on freedom of speech, Indigenous 
rights, gender equality, and many other vital issues affecting Canadian society.

As the final arbiter of justice in Canada, the Supreme Court not only resolves legal disputes but 
also serves as a guardian of the principles that define the nation—fairness, equality, and the rule 
of law. Its decisions carry far-reaching consequences, influencing not just individual cases but also 
the broader trajectory of Canadian law and governance.
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Honouring the Justices at Beechwood
Among those who have contributed to the Supreme Court’s legacy are several justices now laid to rest at 
Beechwood Cemetery. These individuals, through their wisdom, integrity, and dedication to justice, have left a 
lasting imprint on Canadian law. 

Their careers, decisions, and service to the nation offer insight into the evolution of the Supreme Court and its 
profound impact on the lives of Canadians. In the following pages, we explore the lives and legacies of these 
distinguished jurists who once held the highest judicial office in the land.

The Role of the Chief Justice
The Chief Justice of Canada serves as the head of the Supreme Court, providing judicial leadership and 
administrative oversight to the country's highest court. Appointed by the Governor General on the advice of 
the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice presides over Supreme Court hearings, guiding deliberations and ensuring 
that decisions are rendered fairly and efficiently. Beyond adjudicating cases, the Chief Justice represents the 
Court in its relations with Parliament, the executive branch, and the public, reinforcing the judiciary’s 
independence and upholding the rule of law.

The Chief Justice also plays a vital role in shaping legal interpretation and precedent, often influencing the 
development of constitutional law, federal-provincial relations, and human rights in Canada. Additionally, they 
oversee the administration of the Court, working closely with the Registrar to ensure its smooth operation. In 
times of constitutional crisis or transition, the Chief Justice may even assume key national responsibilities—such 
as serving as the Administrator of Canada when the Governor General is unable to fulfill their duties.

Historically, figures such as Bora Laskin (the first Jewish Chief Justice, known for modernizing the Court and 
championing judicial independence) and Beverley McLachlin (the longest-serving Chief Justice and the first 
woman to hold the position, noted for her influence on Charter jurisprudence) have left profound legacies. 
Their leadership helped shape the Court’s approach to judicial review, ensuring that the Supreme Court 
remains a cornerstone of Canada’s legal and democratic framework.
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The Right Honourable Sir William Johnstone Ritchie
Section 48, Lot 35 

On September 30, 1875, Ritchie was appointed to the newly formed Supreme Court of Canada. He and his 
large family relocated from New Brunswick to Ottawa. On January 11, 1879, Ritchie was appointed Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada, a position he held for seventeen years until his death.

During his tenure on the Supreme Court, Ritchie played a pivotal role in shaping the foundational 
jurisprudence of Canada. His leadership was instrumental in navigating the early years of the court, 
establishing key legal precedents that would guide the development of Canadian law.

Key Cases and Contributions

1. Citizens Insurance Co. v. Parsons (1881): This landmark case involved the division of powers between
the federal and provincial governments. Ritchie’s judgment in this case helped clarify the scope of
federal and provincial legislative powers under the British North America Act, setting important
precedents for the interpretation of Canada's constitutional framework.

2. Reference re the Public School Act of Manitoba (1890): Ritchie was influential in cases that dealt with
minority rights and education. His opinions in this context reflected a commitment to balancing
provincial autonomy with the protection of minority rights, which remains a critical aspect of
Canadian constitutional law.

3. McCarthy v. Whitman (1882): Ritchie’s ruling in this case addressed the issue of property rights and
set significant precedents for property law in Canada. His decisions often emphasized the importance
of clear legal principles and the protection of individual rights.

Ritchie was known for his thorough and meticulous approach to legal interpretation. His judgments often 
reflected a deep understanding of the law's complexities and a commitment to ensuring justice was 
served. 

William Johnstone Ritchie was born in Annapolis, Nova Scotia, 
on October 28, 1813. He graduated from the Pictou Academy 
and went on to study law in Halifax under the guidance of his 
brother, John William Ritchie. In 1837, Ritchie was called to the 
bar of Nova Scotia, and the following year, he moved to Saint 
John, New Brunswick, where he was called to the bar of that 
province.

In 1843, Ritchie married Martha Strang, the daughter of a 
shipping merchant from St. Andrews, Scotland. Tragically, she 
passed away in 1847, leaving behind a daughter and son. In 
1856, Ritchie married Grace Vernon Nicholson, with whom he 
had twelve childrensseven boys and five girls.

Ritchie was elected to the Legislative Assembly of New 
Brunswick in 1846, representing Saint John. He honored his 
pledge to resign if a fellow Liberal candidate failed to win a by-
election, stepping down in 1851, only to be re-elected three 
years later. In 1855, Ritchie left politics to accept an 
appointment to the Supreme Court of New Brunswick, and a 
decade later, he was named Chief Justice of New Brunswick.
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His tenure saw the court's establishment as a crucial 
arbiter of Canadian law, ensuring that the new nation 
had a strong and independent judiciary.

Ritchie was knighted on November 1, 1881, with the 
honor made retroactive to May 24 of that year. 

On March 5, 1884, he was appointed deputy to the 
Governor General, Lord Lansdowne. In addition to his 
judicial duties, Ritchie was active in cultural activities in 
Ottawa.

 He served as President of the Ottawa Art Association in 
1882-83, an organization he helped establish in 1879. He 
also had a keen interest in building and architecture.

After a protracted illness, Sir William Johnstone Ritchie 
passed away on September 25, 1892.

The Right Honourable Sir Samuel Henry Strong
Section 61, Lot 9 

Born in Dorsetshire, England, on August 13, 1825, Sir 
Samuel Henry Strong immigrated to Canada in 1836. 
He pursued legal studies in Ottawa and Toronto and 
was called to the bar in 1849.

Strong's legal career began with his call to the bar in 
1849. His legal expertise and dedication quickly led to 
his appointment as a judge of the Court of Chancery of 
Ontario in 1869, where he served until 1874. He was 
then appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of 
Ontario.

In 1875, Strong was appointed a judge of the newly 
formed Supreme Court of Canada. His judicial acumen 
and leadership qualities were soon recognized, and in 
1892, he was elevated to Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court of Canada. He held this esteemed position until 
his retirement in 1902. 

In 1897, Strong was also sworn in as a member of the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council, further 
cementing his influence in the realm of Canadian and 
Commonwealth law.
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Key Cases and Contributions

1. Citizens Insurance Co. v. Parsons (1881): One of the landmark cases during Strong’s tenure,
this case addressed the division of powers between federal and provincial governments.
Strong’s judgment helped delineate the boundaries of legislative authority under the British
North America Act, establishing a foundation for future federalism cases.

2. Russell v. The Queen (1882): In this significant case, Strong’s decision upheld the federal
government's power to regulate alcohol, reinforcing the federal authority over matters of
national concern. This case remains a cornerstone in the interpretation of federal powers in
Canada.

3. St. Catharines Milling and Lumber Co. v. The Queen (1888): Strong played a crucial role in
this case, which involved Indigenous land rights and the interpretation of treaties. His
judgment highlighted the complexities of federal and provincial jurisdiction over Indigenous
lands, influencing subsequent legal discourse on Indigenous rights.

4. Union Colliery Co. of British Columbia v. Bryden (1899): In this
case, Strong’s ruling addressed the issue of provincial authority
to regulate labor and immigration. His decision helped clarify the
scope of provincial powers in these areas, contributing to the
development of administrative law in Canada.

Strong was known for his meticulous and principled approach to 
legal interpretation. His judgments often reflected a deep 
commitment to the principles of justice and the rule of law, shaping 
the legal landscape of Canada during a formative period.

In 1897, Strong was honored with a position on the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council, reflecting his esteemed status 
within the legal community. 

After retiring from the bench in 1902, Strong continued to be a 
respected figure in legal circles until his death on August 31, 1909, 
in Ottawa.

The Right Honorable Sir Louis Henry Davies
Section 50, Lot 117 E 

Louis Henry Davies was born in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, on 
May 4, 1845, to Benjamin Davies and Kezia Attwood Watts. He received his 
early education at Charlottetown’s Central Academy and Prince of Wales 
College. To further his studies, Davies moved to London, England, where 
he attended the Inner Temple to study law.

Called to the English Bar in 1866, Davies briefly practiced law in England 
before returning to Canada, where he was called to the Bar of Prince 
Edward Island in 1867. He established a successful legal practice in 
Charlottetown with the firm Davies & Haszard. His legal prowess quickly 
garnered recognition, leading to his appointment as Solicitor General in 
1870 and again in 1872.
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Elected to the Legislative Assembly of Prince Edward Island in 1872, Davies ascended to the role 
of Premier and Attorney General of the province in 1876. During his tenure, he was a staunch 
defender of tenant farmers' rights and worked diligently towards resolving the complex land 
tenure issues that plagued the province. Although he left provincial politics in 1879, Davies's 
dedication to public service was far from over. In 1882, he was elected to the House of Commons, 
where he served as Minister of Marine and Fisheries from 1896 to 1901.

On September 25, 1901, Louis Henry Davies was appointed to the Supreme Court of Canada. His 
judicial acumen and dedication to justice quickly became apparent, earning him widespread 
respect within the legal community. On October 23, 1918, Davies was elevated to the position of 
Chief Justice of Canada, a role in which he served with distinction until his death. His 23-year 
tenure on the Supreme Court was marked by a profound influence on Canadian jurisprudence, 
particularly in areas of constitutional and administrative law.

Key Contributions and Legacy

As Chief Justice, Davies was instrumental in shaping the legal 
landscape of Canada during a period of significant growth and 
change. His decisions helped to solidify the framework of Canadian 
constitutional law and provided clarity on complex legal issues that 
continue to resonate in modern jurisprudence. Davies's commitment 
to justice, fairness, and the rule of law set a high standard for future 
generations of jurists.

Chief Justice Davies passed away on May 1, 1924, at the age of 78. His 
legacy endures through the numerous legal precedents he established 
and the principles of justice he upheld throughout his distinguished 
career. 

Sir Louis Henry Davies remains a towering figure in Canadian 
legal history, remembered for his contributions to the judiciary and 
his unwavering commitment to public service.

The Right Honourable Sir Lyman Poore Duff
Section 50, Lot 49 NW

Born in Meaford, Ontario, in 1865, Sir Lyman Poore Duff 
demonstrated early academic promise, which led him to pursue 
higher education. He attended the University of Toronto, where he 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1887. Following his 
graduation, Duff furthered his studies in law, eventually moving to 
Victoria, British Columbia, to establish his legal career.

In Victoria, Duff quickly gained a reputation as a skilled and astute 
lawyer. His legal acumen and dedication to the profession saw him 
rise through the ranks, and in 1906, he was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada. His appointment marked the beginning 
of a distinguished judicial career.

Duff's tenure on the Supreme Court was marked by significant 
contributions to Canadian jurisprudence, particularly in the area of 
constitutional law. His decisions have had a lasting impact, 
solidifying his legacy as one of Canada's foremost legal minds.
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 In 1933, Duff was appointed Chief Justice of Canada, a position he held until 1944. During his time as 
Chief Justice, he was known for his deep understanding of the law and his ability to navigate complex 
legal issues.

Key Achievements

One of Duff's most notable achievements was his pioneering role in establishing an indigenous court 
system in Canada. This initiative was driven by his recognition of the unique legal needs and cultural 
contexts of Indigenous peoples, who had long faced systemic barriers within the mainstream judicial 
system.

Establishment of the Indigenous Court System

Before Duff's intervention, Indigenous peoples in Canada often found themselves at a disadvantage in 
the legal system, which was predominantly shaped by Euro-Canadian legal principles and practices. 
Recognizing this disparity, Duff advocated for a court system that would be more culturally sensitive 
and accessible to Indigenous communities.

The primary objective of the indigenous court system was to provide a forum where Indigenous legal 
traditions and perspectives could be respected and integrated into the judicial process. This system 
aimed to offer a more culturally relevant approach to justice, acknowledging the distinct legal 
traditions that had governed Indigenous societies for centuries.

Duff's vision included the incorporation of Indigenous legal principles and practices into the 
adjudication process, ensuring that Indigenous defendants and litigants could have their cases heard in 
a manner that was consistent with their cultural values and norms. This approach not only aimed to 
enhance the fairness and relevance of the legal proceedings but also sought to empower Indigenous 
communities by recognizing and validating their legal traditions.

The establishment of the indigenous court system marked a significant step towards addressing the 
historical injustices faced by Indigenous peoples within the Canadian legal framework. It represented 
an acknowledgment of the importance of cultural diversity and the need for a more inclusive approach 
to justice.

Duff's initiative laid the groundwork for further developments in Indigenous legal rights and self-
governance. His efforts helped pave the way for later reforms and the establishment of specialized 
courts and legal programs dedicated to Indigenous issues. The principles he championed continue to 
influence contemporary discussions about Indigenous justice and reconciliation in Canada.
Duff's work in this area has been recognized as a foundational contribution to the ongoing process of 
reconciling Indigenous and non-Indigenous legal systems in Canada. By advocating for a judiciary that 
respects and integrates Indigenous perspectives, Duff helped to foster a more equitable and just 
society.

His legacy in this regard is reflected in the continued efforts to develop and implement legal 
frameworks that respect Indigenous sovereignty and self-determination. The indigenous court system 
remains a testament to Duff's vision of a legal system that serves all Canadians, honoring the diversity 
and richness of the nation's cultural heritage.

In 1940, Duff made a landmark decision that upheld the 
Canadian government's power to abolish appeals to the 
Privy Council in London. This decision was pivotal in 
allowing Canada to adjudicate its affairs independently, 
strengthening the country's judicial sovereignty.

After retiring from the Supreme Court in 1944, Duff 
continued to be a respected figure in the legal community 
until his passing in 1955. His contributions to Canadian law 
and his efforts to create a more inclusive judicial system 
have left an indelible mark on the nation's legal landscape.

Sir Lyman Poore Duff's legacy endures through the 
precedents he set and the principles he championed 
during his remarkable career.
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The Role of Supreme Court Justices
Supreme Court justices serve as the final arbiters of legal disputes in Canada, interpreting and 
applying the law on cases of national significance. Appointed by the Governor General on the advice 
of the Prime Minister, they ensure that decisions align with the Constitution, the Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms, and established legal principles. Justices hear appeals on a wide range of issues, 
from criminal law to constitutional challenges, shaping the country’s legal landscape through their 
rulings. Their decisions not only resolve individual cases but also set precedents that influence future 
legal interpretations and public policy.

The Honourable  Edmund Leslie Newcombe
Section 50, Lot 126 S 

Contributions and Legacy

Throughout his career, Newcombe was known for his unwavering commitment to the principles of 
justice and fairness. As Deputy Minister of Justice, he played a crucial role in drafting and revising 
key pieces of legislation that shaped the legal framework of Canada.

On the Supreme Court, Newcombe was involved in several landmark cases that helped define 
Canadian constitutional law. One notable case was Toronto Electric Commissioners v. Snider (1925), 
where the court ruled on the division of powers between federal and provincial governments, 
setting important precedents for the interpretation of the British North America Act. His judgments 
often emphasized the importance of federalism and the balance of powers, contributing to the legal 
discourse on the distribution of legislative authority in Canada.

Born in Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, in 1859, Edmund Leslie 
Newcombe exhibited academic excellence from a young age. 
He pursued higher education at Dalhousie University, where he 
earned a Bachelor of Arts (B.A.), a Master of Arts (M.A.), a 
Bachelor of Laws (L.L.B.), and later an honorary Doctor of Laws 
(LL.D.).

Called to the bar in 1883, Newcombe quickly established himself 
as a formidable lawyer. His legal acumen and dedication to 
public service led to his appointment as Deputy Minister of 
Justice for Canada in 1893, a position he held with distinction for 
over 30 years. In this role, Newcombe was instrumental in 
shaping numerous legal policies and reforms that had a lasting 
impact on the Canadian legal system.

In 1924, Edmund Leslie Newcombe was appointed as a judge of 
the Supreme Court of Canada. His tenure on the bench was 
marked by his deep understanding of the law and his 
commitment to justice. He served on the Supreme Court until 
his death, contributing significantly to the development of 
Canadian jurisprudence.

Another significant case was Reference re Weekly Rest in Industrial 
Undertakings Act (1936), where Newcombe's legal reasoning helped 
clarify the scope of federal power over labor laws, impacting the 
development of labor rights in Canada.

His decisions and legal opinions have had a lasting influence on 
Canadian law, particularly in the areas of constitutional and 
administrative law. Newcombe's commitment to justice was also evident 
in his efforts to ensure that the legal system was fair and accessible to all 
Canadians, regardless of their background.

Edmund Leslie Newcombe passed away in Ottawa on December 9, 1931. 
His legacy endures through the numerous legal precedents he 
established and the profound impact he had on the Canadian judicial 
system. Sir Edmund Leslie Newcombe remains a respected figure in 
Canadian legal history, remembered for his contributions to justice and 
his dedication to public service.



The Beechwood Way     10

The Honourable Bertha Wilson
Section 52 

Wilson's noteworthy Supreme Court rulings include 

• R v. Morgentaler in 1988 (opinion striking down abortion law),
• R v. Lavallée in 1990 (battered-wife syndrome as self-defence),
• Operation Dismantle v. R in 1985 (judicial review),
• the minority decision in R v. Stevens (1988) which was adopted later in R v. Hess , R v. Nguyen in

1990 (mens rea and statutory rape),
• Kosmopoulos v. Constitution Insurance Co. of Canada (piercing the "corporate veil"),
• the dissenting opinion in McKinney v. University of Guelph in 1990 (mandatory retirement),
• Andrews v. Law Society of British Columbia in 1989 (equality rights test), and
• Sobeys Stores Ltd. v. Yeomans in 1989 (interpretative authority of tribunals)

which are among the foundational cases interpreting the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
that was enacted in 1982, the year that she was appointed to the Supreme Court. 

She served on the Supreme Court for eight years and retired on January 4, 1991. 

Wilson was appointed a Commissioner of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples. The Royal 
Commission on Aboriginal Peoples (RCAP) was a Canadian royal commission established in 1991 with 
the aim of investigating the relationship between Indigenous peoples in Canada, the Government of 
Canada, and Canadian society as a whole. It was launched in response to status and rights issues 
brought to light following events such as the Oka Crisis and the failure of the Meech Lake Accord. The 
Commission culminated in a final report of 4,000 pages, published in 1996, and set out a 20-year 
agenda for implementing recommended changes.

Wilson was made a Companion of the Order of Canada in 1992. Justice Wilson passed away on April 
28, 2007, at the age of 83.

Bertha Wilson was born in Kirkcaldy, Scotland, on September 
18, 1923. She is the daughter of Archibald Wernham and 
Christina Noble. She attended the University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland, and graduated with an M.A. in 1944. She continued 
her education at the Training College for Teachers in 
Aberdeen, obtaining her diploma in 1945. She married the 
Reverend John Wilson in December 1945 and they emigrated 
to Canada in 1949.

In 1955, she enrolled at Dalhousie University to study law, and 
three years later she completed her LL.B. and was called to 
the bar of Nova Scotia. In 1959 she was called to the bar of 
Ontario and practised law in Toronto with Osler, Hoskin & 
Harcourt for 16 years.

Wilson was the first woman appointed to the Court of Appeal 
for Ontario in 1975. 

In March, 1982, she became the first woman appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Canada, nominated by Pierre Trudeau.
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The Role of the Chief Reporter of the Supreme Court of Canada

The Chief Reporter of the Supreme Court of Canada is responsible for overseeing the preparation, 
editing, and publication of the Court’s decisions in the Supreme Court Reports. This role ensures that 
rulings are accurately recorded and made accessible to legal professionals, scholars, and the public. The 
Chief Reporter works closely with justices, legal editors, and court staff to maintain the clarity and 
consistency of judicial decisions, helping to shape the official record of Canadian jurisprudence. Through 
their work, the Chief Reporter contributes to the transparency and integrity of the Court’s legal rulings.

Lieutenant Colonel Louis William Coutlee
Section 50, Lot 102 NW

One of Coutlee’s most notable achievements was the introduction of the Torrens system of land titles 
registration in Manitoba. Appointed registrar general in 1887, he held this office until it was abolished in 
1890. The implementation of the Torrens system streamlined land titles registration, providing a more 
reliable and efficient method for recording property ownership and transactions.

In 1895, Coutlee was appointed assistant reporter for the Supreme Court of Canada. In this capacity, he 
was responsible for reporting and summarizing decisions, making them more accessible to legal 
professionals and the public. His work helped to enhance the transparency and understanding of 
Supreme Court rulings.

Literary Contributions

Coutlee was also a prolific writer, contributing to leading Canadian journals and magazines. He authored 
several important books, including:

• Manual of Land Titles Registration (1890): A comprehensive guide on the principles and procedures
of the Torrens system.

• Digest of Supreme Court Decisions (1893–98): A detailed compilation and analysis of Supreme
Court rulings, which served as a valuable resource for legal professionals.

• The Consolidated Supreme Court Digest, Canada (1875–1903): An extensive digest covering nearly
three decades of Supreme Court decisions, providing an invaluable reference for the legal
community.

Lieutenant Colonel Louis William Coutlee’s contributions to the legal and administrative systems in 
Canada have left an enduring legacy. His work in Manitoba and at the Supreme Court of Canada 
significantly improved the efficiency and clarity of legal processes. Coutlee passed away on May 3, 1917, 
but his influence continues to be felt through the systems he helped to establish and the literature he 
produced.

Born in Aylmer, Quebec, on December 17, 1851, Louis William 
Coutlee demonstrated early promise in both legal and 
administrative fields. His educational background laid a strong 
foundation for a career marked by significant contributions to the 
legal system and public administration in Canada.

From 1882 to 1887, Coutlee served as deputy attorney general and 
law clerk of the assembly in Manitoba. During his tenure, he played 
a crucial role in organizing the administration of justice in the 
newly added territory of the province, east of Lake of the Woods. 
His efforts ensured the smooth integration of this territory into 
Manitoba’s legal framework.

Coutlee's administrative acumen was further demonstrated 
through his reorganization of the province’s administration. As 
municipal commander, he organized the municipal system of 
Manitoba under the Municipal Act of 1886. His work in this area 
was instrumental in establishing a coherent and effective municipal 
governance structure, which has had a lasting impact on the 
province.
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Charles Harding Masters
Section 39, Lot 83 NW

Charles H. Masters was born in Amherst, Nova Scotia, on March 26, 1852. He pursued his higher 
education at Acadia University, where he laid the groundwork for a successful career in law. In 1877, 
Masters was called to the bar of New Brunswick, marking the beginning of a notable legal career.

Masters practiced law for several years in Saint John, New Brunswick, where he established a 
reputation for his legal expertise and dedication. His practice in Saint John allowed him to develop 
a deep understanding of the law, which would serve him well in his future roles.

In 1885, Masters was appointed assistant reporter of the Supreme Court of Canada. His role 
involved documenting and summarizing the Court’s decisions, making them accessible to legal 
professionals and the public. His meticulous work and dedication led to his promotion to chief 
reporter in 1895, a position in which he continued to excel.

Contributions to Legal Literature

Masters was a prolific author who made significant contributions to Canadian legal literature. His 
works remain valuable resources for legal professionals and scholars. Notable among his 
publications are:

• Canadian Appeals (Toronto, 1894): This book provided comprehensive coverage of appeal
cases, serving as an essential reference for understanding appellate decisions in Canada.

• The Practice of the Supreme Court of Canada (Ottawa, 1899): This detailed guide outlined the
procedures and practices of the Supreme Court, offering crucial insights into the workings of
the highest court in the land.

As chief reporter of the Supreme Court of Canada, 
Masters played a pivotal role in ensuring that the Court’s 
decisions were accurately and comprehensively recorded. 
His work facilitated greater transparency and 
understanding of the judicial process. His detailed reports 
helped legal professionals stay informed about important 
legal precedents and the evolving landscape of Canadian 
law.

Charles H. Masters passed away on February 10, 1931. His 
contributions to the legal field, particularly through his 
work with the Supreme Court of Canada, have left a 
lasting legacy. Masters is remembered for his 
commitment to legal scholarship and his efforts to 
enhance the accessibility and understanding of Canadian 
jurisprudence.

The Role of the Supreme Court of Canada Legal Librarian
The Legal Librarian at the Supreme Court of Canada plays a vital role in supporting the justices, legal 
counsel, and court staff by providing access to legal research, case law, and legislative materials. They 
manage the Supreme Court Library, ensuring it remains a comprehensive resource for Canadian and 
international legal information. 

Their responsibilities include curating legal texts, maintaining databases, assisting with complex legal 
research, and staying updated on emerging legal trends. By ensuring justices and legal professionals 
have access to accurate and relevant legal resources, the Legal Librarian contributes to the informed 
decision-making process of Canada’s highest court.
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Harris Harding Bligh
Section 39, Lot 36 NE 

Publications and Editorial Work

Bligh was a prolific author and editor, contributing to the body of Canadian legal literature through 
numerous important works. He authored the: 

• Index to the Revised Statutes of Canada (Ottawa, 1884), a crucial reference for legal
professionals and scholars.

Additionally, he edited the:

• Consolidated Orders-in-Council of Canada (Ottawa, 1889), and
• the Statutory Annotations to the Revised Statutes of Canada (1906), providing valuable

annotations and interpretations of Canadian statutes.

Bligh’s editorial prowess extended to various law indexes, which have been invaluable resources for 
legal research in Canada. He helped compile: 

• the Dominion Law Index (Ottawa, 1890, 1898, and 1915),
• the Ontario Law Index (Toronto, 1895 and 1900), and
• the Quebec Law Index (Montreal, 1898).

These indexes have served as essential tools for navigating the complexities of Canadian law.

Harris Harding Bligh was born in Cornwallis, Nova Scotia, on April 14, 
1842. He pursued his education at Acadia University, where he 
developed a deep interest in law and literature. Following his academic 
achievements, Bligh was called to the bar of Nova Scotia in 1868, 
marking the beginning of a distinguished career in law.

Bligh’s contributions to Canadian law extended beyond his legal 
practice. In 1892, he was appointed librarian of the Supreme Court of 
Canada, a position that allowed him to significantly influence the 
organization and accessibility of Canadian legal resources. 

His role as librarian was instrumental in curating and managing legal 
documents, ensuring that the Supreme Court had access to 
comprehensive and up-to-date legal information.

Bligh's work ensured that justices and legal professionals 
had ready access to the resources needed for informed 
decision-making. 

His contributions were particularly valuable in an era 
when legal research was predominantly conducted 
through physical texts and documents. His efforts laid the 
groundwork for the development of modern legal 
research methods and the digitization of legal resources.

Harris Harding Bligh’s legacy in the field of Canadian law 
is marked by his dedication to improving the accessibility 
and organization of legal information. His scholarly 
contributions and editorial work have left an indelible 
mark on Canadian legal literature. 

Bligh passed away on August 22, 1918



The Beechwood Way     14

A Lasting Legacy of Justice
The Supreme Court of Canada stands as a pillar of the nation’s legal system, shaping the laws that 
govern society and upholding the principles of justice, fairness, and equality. The justices and legal 
professionals laid to rest at Beechwood Cemetery played critical roles in this institution, contributing 
to the evolution of Canadian jurisprudence through their decisions, leadership, and dedication to the 
rule of law. Their legacies endure in the precedents they set, the legal frameworks they helped refine, 
and the countless lives shaped by their judgments.

As we reflect on their contributions, we recognize that the Supreme Court remains essential to the 
nation’s democratic fabric, continuously interpreting and applying the law to meet the challenges of 
an evolving society. The stories of these justices serve as a reminder of the profound impact of the 
judiciary and the enduring commitment to justice that defines Canada’s legal tradition.




