Your First Visit to a Cemetery: A Guide Just for Kids

What to know before, during, and after someone dies

A cemetery is a special place where we remember people who have passed away. It’s
quiet, peaceful, and full of stories. Visiting a cemetery might feel new, or even a little
strange at first—but it can also be a way to feel closer to family, ask questions, and learn
about love that lasts forever.

Here’s what you can expect when you go - whether it’s your first time, a visit with your
family, or after someone you love has died.

Before Someone Dies
You might visit the cemetery with your parents or grandparents even before someone
you know has passed away. That’s a good time to learn what a cemetery is and why it
matters.
What you might see:

e Stones or plaques with names, dates, and kind words

e Flowers, trees, and butterflies

e People walking quietly or sitting to remember someone they love
What you can do:

e Ask questions! Adults are there to help you understand

e Look at the symbols or pictures on the stones and ask what they mean

e Talk about family history or someone who is buried there

This kind of visit helps you feel more comfortable and understand that cemeteries are
places of kindness and memory - not fear.
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If you go to the cemetery for a funeral or burial, it might feel more serious or emotional.
You might see people crying, being quiet, or hugging each other.

When Someone Dies

What you might feel:
e Sad, confused, or unsure
e Curious about what’s happening
e Maybe even peaceful or okay - it’s different for everyone
What you can do:
e Be with your family
e Say goodbye in your own way - like leaving a flower or drawing
e Ask questions if you’re unsure. There are no wrong questions
It’s okay to feel lots of different things. Just being there is part of showing love.

After Someone Has Died

You might visit again weeks or months later. That’s called remembering. It’'s a way to
show we still love and think about the person, even though they aren’t with us anymore.

What you can do:
e Bring flowers, a picture, or a note
e Sit quietly or tell a story

e Walk with your family and talk about what you remember

Going back can help you feel connected. You can even make it a family tradition—like
visiting on their birthday.

Remember This
Cemeteries aren’t scary. They are places filled with love and memories. People go there to
remember the people they miss, and to feel close to them again. Whether it’s your first

time or your tenth, your visit is a way of saying: “I| remember you. | love you.”

At Beechwood Cemetery, families just like yours come every day to walk, remember, and
feel peace. You are always welcome to visit, to ask questions, and to just be yourself.






